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	2 Risk Assessment Of COVID-19 Controls For Work In Or From Vehicles For Work In Or From Vehicles – Version 2

	Date of Assessment: -
	10/09/2020

	
	
	Review Date
	09/09/2020



“On 11 May 2020, the Government published guidance for employers, employees and the self-employed in England to be able to work safely during the COVID-19 pandemic with further updated guidance also being published since that time.  The guidance contains a range of control measures which businesses should consider implementing (where applicable) to ensure that the risk of transmission of COVID-19 in the workplace is a low risk.   This risk assessment accepts that the Government’s scientific basis and concludes that the risk of transmission is LOW, provided all the recommended control measures are implemented (where applicable).  The presence of specified control measures implemented across Northern Powergrid operations supports our evaluation of LOW RISK.”  Guidance is found at:  www.gov.uk/workingsafely
	Hazards
	Who Might be harmed (and how)
	Controls 
(As recommended by Government)
	In place?

(YES / NO / Not applicable)
	How has this been implemented?

	Transmission of COVID-19 through direct contact or close proximity between colleagues or via contact with contaminated surfaces as they come to or leave work.
	Employees, agency workers, contractors, visitors. (Risk of transfer of COVID-19)
	Stagger arrival and departure times at work to reduce crowding into and out of the workplace, taking account of the impact on those with protected characteristics. 


	YES
	1. Where a colleague is showing signs or symptoms of COVID-19 they shall leave site and self-isolate as per government guidance.

2. Colleagues are required to report symptoms in self or other same home occupants to People Service (125 or 0191 229 4435) and self- isolate.

3. Colleagues to self-isolate if they or family members show symptoms.

4. Provision of hand sanitisers and wipes accessible to all colleagues across the business.
5. Vehicle sharing brief issued.  Updated to include multiple-occupancy.
6. Cleaning brief issued includes good hygiene hand washing not touching faces etc.

7. Only the minimum number of workers needed on the premises and deployed in the field to operate safely and effectively.

8. Single occupancy in company vehicles brief issued.

9. Reduced occupancy levels and local monitoring is sufficient to ensure that arrivals and departures do not result in congestion and risk of failure to observe social distancing.

	
	
	Provide additional parking or facilities such as bike-racks to help people walk, run or cycle to work where possible. 


	YES
	1. Internal communications issued to keep colleagues informed.
2. Only minimum numbers of colleague on site based on Northern Powergrid requirements.

3. Colleagues encouraged to maximise distance between other workers when possible.

4. Colleagues instructed to maintain a minimum distance of two metres to other workers where it is possible to do so.

5. Due to reduced occupancy in offices no additional parking is required.

6. Most depots have cycle racks or areas for securely storing cycles.

	
	
	Limit passengers in corporate vehicles, for example, work minibuses. This could include leaving seats empty to maintain social distancing. 


	YES
	1. Internal communications issued to keep colleagues informed.

2. Single occupancy in company vehicles, brief issued.
3. Multiple (2 persons) permitted to travel in a company vehicle under certain specified circumstances with additional controls in place.
a. Conducting vehicle driver training 

b. Transporting apprentices, trainees and non-drivers to/from site 
c. Transportation of a colleague in relation to vehicle breakdowns, vehicle recoveries or generator deployment. 
d. See :- http://intranet/Documents/Safety%20Health%20and%20Environment/Safety%20and%20Health/Safety%20Newsflashes%202020/2020%2011.pdf
4. Where dual occupancy in vehicles is necessary, the following key control measures shall be observed.
a. Colleagues presenting any of the symptoms of Covid-19 should not come to work. 
b. Hard surfaces and regular touch points on vehicles should be regularly and thoroughly sanitised. 
c. Occupants should observe enhanced hygiene practice before and after each journey.  
d. Occupants should sit as far apart as possible. 
e. Both occupants should wear face coverings. 
f. Windows should be open sufficiently to ensure a good flow of fresh air through the vehicle. 
g. Clean areas within vehicles may be used for eating or drinking provided breaks are staggered between occupants. 
h. Where dual occupancy is necessary to transport apprentices and trainees to/from site, drivers and passengers should work together regularly as a “social bubble”.
See links in references on page 8 for more detail.

	
	
	Assign fixed groups of workers to the same transportation routes where sole travel is not possible.
	No
	1. Internal communications issued to keep colleagues informed.

2. Not considered necessary as far as vehicle sharing as Northern Powergrid run single occupancy in vehicle.  Where family members or cohabiting colleagues work together they may share a vehicle

	Transmission of COVID-19 through direct contact or close proximity between colleagues and third parties moving around worksites and destinations.
	Employees, agency workers, contractors, visitors. (Risk of transfer of COVID-19)
	Reduce the number of workers at base depots or distribution centres at a given time based on minimum operational safety requirements. 
	YES
	1. Internal communications issued to keep colleagues informed.
2. At risk colleagues are instructed and encouraged to work from home where possible.

3. Colleagues instructed to work from home where possible, brief issued.

4. Colleagues instructed in revised procedures for safe working whilst maintaining safe social distancing. Brief issued.

	
	
	Schedule times for the collection of goods to avoid over-crowding. 


	YES
	Managed by logistics 

	
	
	Picking goods ahead of collection and loading onto vehicles without interacting with the driver. 


	YES
	Managed by logistics

	
	
	Reducing job and location rotation. 
	YES
	Job tasks have been reviewed to allow works to be carried out safely maintain social distancing where possible and work methods amended to suit.

	
	
	Find alternative solutions to two-person delivery. 

· This could include delaying delivery of large items or 

using an alternative method, for example, 

mechanical / material handling equipment. 

· Where these are not possible maintain fixed pairing for two-person deliveries or operations/tasks and minimise physical contact.
	YES
	Managed by logistics

	Transmission of COVID-19 through direct contact or close proximity between colleagues who need to travel to work sites and destinations.
	Employees, agency workers, contractors, visitors. 

(Risk of transfer of COVID-19)
	Avoid multiple occupancy vehicles where safe to do so.


	YES
	Northern Powergrid insist on single occupancy only in company vehicles, this may require additional vehicles attending sites and operatives have been instructed to ensure safe parking.

	
	
	Do not share vehicles where possible.


	YES
	Northern Powergrid insist on single occupancy only in company vehicles.

	
	
	Devise mitigation measures where workers have no alternative but to work within two metres to minimise the risk of transmission, including: 

· Clear signage to outline social distancing measures in place. 

· Single person or contactless refuelling where possible. 

· Use physical screening provided this does not compromise safety, for example, through reducing visibility. 

· Sit side-by-side not face-to-face and increasing ventilation where possible for example drive with windows open. 
	YES
	1. Internal communications issued to keep colleagues informed.
2. Northern Powergrid insist on single occupancy only in company vehicles.

3. Colleagues issued with fuel company cards.

4. Physical screening not considered due to single occupancy of vehicles.

5. Side by side as per above.

	
	
	Use a fixed pairing system if people have to work in close proximity, for example in a vehicle. 
	YES
	Northern Powergrid insist on single occupancy only in company vehicles, this may require additional vehicles attending sites and operatives have been instructed to ensure safe parking.
See also Driving RA dual occupancy is permitted under specified circumstances ONLY.

	
	
	Make sure vehicles are well-ventilated to increase the flow of air, for example, by opening a window. 
	YES
	Northern Powergrid insist on single occupancy only in company vehicles.
See also Driving RA dual occupancy is permitted under specified circumstances ONLY.

	
	
	Ensure regular cleaning of vehicles, in particular, between different users.
	YES
	Colleagues have been briefed to keep vehicles clean and wipe down before and after each use to avoid contamination.

	Transmission of COVID-19 through direct contact or close proximity between colleagues who carry out deliveries or collections.
	Employees, agency workers and contractors.  Mental Health issues.
	Schedule to limit exposure to large crowds and rush hours where appropriate. 
	YES
	1. Internal communications issued to keep colleagues informed. 

2. Northern Powergrid is operating a single occupancy vehicle regime.

3. Where colleagues attend a Northern Powergrid site to deliver all colleagues are aware via briefing of the social distancing requirements.

	
	
	Revise pick-up and drop-off collection points and procedures with signage and marking. 
	YES
	1. Managed by logistics

	
	
	Where possible and safe having single workers load or unload vehicles. 
	YES
	2. Internal communications issued to keep colleagues informed. 

3. For light loads/deliveries single man operations.

4. Where not practicable or two-man lift required alternative working practices have been implemented

	
	
	Minimise unnecessary contact at gatehouse security, yard and warehouse. For example, non-contact deliveries where the nature of the product allows for use of electronic pre-booking. 
	YES
	1. Internal communications issued to keep colleagues informed. 

2. For light loads/deliveries maybe left at security, single man operations.

3. Larger depot deliveries controlled via intercom for site access and dedicated point of contact at the site to minimise interaction.

4. Internal Northern Powergrid drivers are aware of controls in place via briefs.

5. Third parties will require instruction.

	
	
	Maximise use of electronic paperwork where possible, and reviewing procedures to enable safe exchange of paper copies where needed, for example, required transport documents. 
	YES
	Briefs have been issued to ALL staff on good hygiene and use of pens and paper issue, to be avoided where possible and supported by good hygiene.

	
	
	Enable drivers to access welfare facilities when required and consistent with other guidance. 
	YES
	Visiting drivers have use of Northern Powergrid welfare facilities as required

	
	
	Encourage drivers to stay in their vehicles where this does not compromise their safety and existing safe working practice.
	YES
	Managed by logistics

	Transmission of COVID-19 through direct contact or close proximity between colleagues during accidents, security and other incidents.
	Employees, agency workers, contractors, visitors. 

(Risk of transfer of COVID-19)
	In an emergency, for example, an accident, fire or break-in, people do not have to stay two metres apart if it would be unsafe. 
	YES
	1. Brief has been issued with revised CPR instructions.

2. FIRE / BOMB instructions 

	
	
	People involved in the provision of assistance to others should pay particular attention to sanitation measures immediately afterwards including washing hands.
	YES
	1. Instructions provided for cleaning areas after an incident involving COVID-19 contact.

2. CPR procedure revised and briefed in line with recommendations

3. Site COVID -19 control packs available at larger depots.

4. Colleagues instructed to maintain good personal hygiene and hand washing etc.

	Transmission of COVID-19 through direct contact with contaminated surfaces which have not been thoroughly cleaned.
	Employees, agency workers, contractors, visitors. 

(Risk of transfer of COVID-19)
	Frequent cleaning of objects and surfaces that are touched regularly, such as door handles, fuel pumps and vehicle keys, and making sure there are adequate disposal arrangements.
	YES
	Northern Powergrid brief issued to instruct colleagues to clean vehicles before and after use using the provided wipes.

	
	
	Encourage workers to wash hands before boarding vehicles.
	YES
	Brief issued detailing the requirement for good personal hygiene and frequent hand washing includes not touching faces, eyes, nose etc.

	
	
	Retain sufficient quantities of hand sanitiser /wipes within vehicles to enable workers to clean hands after each delivery / drop-off.
	YES
	Provided to site operatives for use on vehicles and available at all Northern Powergrid depot locations.

	
	
	Clearing workspaces and removing waste and belongings from the vehicle at the end of a shift.
	YES
	1. Drivers instructed to leave vehicles clean after use, especially where it may be used by others.

2. Northern Powergrid single occupancy in vehicles.


References: 

Government

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5eb961bfe90e070834b6675f/working-safely-during-covid-19-construction-outdoors-110520.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5eb96e8e86650c278b077616/working-safely-during-covid-19-restaurants-takeaway-delivery-110520.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5eb965d5d3bf7f5d3c74a2dd/working-safely-during-covid-19-factories-plants-warehouses-110520.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5eb97e7686650c278d4496ea/working-safely-during-covid-19-offices-contact-centres-110520.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5eb96cd6d3bf7f5d3a907e58/working-safely-during-covid-19-vehicles-110520.pdf
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